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Evolution of Military Uniforms

As time went by, military uniforms kept evolving. Since firearms such as guns and
cannons were widely used from the mid-Qing onwards, the protection offered by
metal armour became inadequate, so on the battlefield, soldiers often wore

lightweight military uniforms made of fabric.

Cotton armour evolved from its metal counterpart. The fibre of cotton armour was
strong and durable. Unlike metal armour, which had to be tailor-made, cotton
armour could be mass-produced at low cost. The cotton armour had a fabric shell
and cotton lining. Craftsmen soaked the cotton in water, repeatedly stepped on it to
compress the fibre, and laid it in the sun to dry. Some cotton armour had iron discs

sewn into the lining.



